Virginia
Commonwealth
University

Da Vinci Center for Innovation

Garret

VCU is seeking to be a national leader in cobssiplinary collaboration, innovation
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entrepreneurial thinking as requisite skills they want to teach for success in the

21t century.
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Cross-disciplinary Degree Programs in a
cooperative including :

e School of the Arts
* School of Business

* School of Engineerin

. ihe CoIIegEe if Humaiities and Sciences ‘

S Ifyou want to be an 3 ”
B ENTREPRENEUR ~ da Vinci
a8 PRODUCT INNOVATOR CENTER

then you belong at the daVinci Center

Garret

The Center:

Aoffers degree programstudents select a crosdisciplinary program, not a (limiting)

major

Alis a resource to ALL students on the campus

A sponsors events and promotes business and community engagement
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studentdoing independent study on development of an AR really gets at the heart of

GKS SELISNASYOS 0SAy3a 2FFSNBRDOU LGdQa | o2dzi
SYGNBLINBY SdzNB KA LIHE

~

AAIGKAY3a Ayy20FGA2Y YR Sy i NDaWE ySSYOaNFENGAELI |

31



Program space for :

* Cross-disciplinary work '
* a “neutral” territory

da Vinci
CENTER

e (Catalytic program development

Charles

Four overarching goals for the project:

Bring students from across campus together in cidissiplinary collaboration.

Provide a neutral territorya home for this activity to happen.
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Use space as a catalyst for an innovative program/curricigtimulate

entrepreneurship and innovation throughre@l2 NI R SELISNA Sy 0S&as vy
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Da Vinci Center work space
and classroom in the Pauley
Pavilion at the VCU School of
Engineering

Charles

Since its inception in 2010, tl2aVinciCenter has occupied the third and fourth

floors of the Pauley Pavilion, the octagonal tower at the corner of the Engineering

Building.
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of the School of Engineering. Students from the Arts and Business were required to

GONRPaad (GKS GKNBaKz2f Ré 27F (DBaBincEBefBrA Y SSNA y :

This inhibited robust development of the prograand the kind of student

interaction that was desired.
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VCU Monroe Park Campus

Innovation Living
/Learning Center

807 Cathedral
Place
da Vinci Center

Student Union
Pauley Pavilion at

the School of
Engineering

Charles

In addition to the spaces in the Pauley Pavilion, the Center occupies space in the Student
Union and an innovatiowentered living learning environment in an apartment residence
hall across campus. But the heartbeat of BeVinciCenter is in the new facilities at 807
Cathedral Place.

-NOT at all the most likely place to locate a crdisgiplinary innovation center!

Barely a 20 Century buildingit is a former residential townhouse nestled in between

other structures at the center of the block.
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807 Cathedral Place prior to DaVinci Center Renovations

Charles

Theexisting structuravas highly compartmentalized, opaque, uninviting, unattractive,
poorly lit. Other than that it was perfect!!

The location was idealt the center of campudanade the locatiorattractive in spite of the
structure.
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Existing conditions at 807 Cathedral Place

The School of the Arts Administrative Suite- the Pollak Building

Charles

Ourclients had seen another recent interior renovation project we had completed for the

School of the Artsan administrative suite in eoncreteframedstudio building that looks

like this image on the rightots of glass and openness!

They said they wanted a space like this!
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Success had everything to do with the ability to remove partitions and reconfigure and

replace them, where necessary, with new glass partitions.
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Post-renovation

Charles

Fromthe front door, thenew openstudios of theDaVinciCenter are everythinthat the
previous space was not:

Open, inviting, transparent, wedlquipped, wellit anddynamia really wonderful.

Not fancy not a bigbudget exposed structure, ductworkot a high level of finish. This

makes for part of the relaxed feel that lets students occupy and comfortably use the-space
AlQa y2i Ayaobi®e2yDyl sy doDDNNBEMBRIVIFgGE T2 NJ
workspaces.)

But the space has thmakings of a true HUB for credssciplinary collaboration.
And itistruly asuccessful interdisciplinary makspace.
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Charles

The program included separate studios for the undergraduate and graduate student

groups, and originally, the plan was to place the undergraduates upstairs and to locate the
offices and graduate studios on the lower level.

As we got into design, it became clear that the program goals for a dynamic mix of students
and disciplines suggested it would be better telooate the studios on the same floor.

So you can see in the floor plan the locations of the studios to the left and right of the
ground floor plan. The second level is a suite of offices and meetings speaasbly

both more and less enclosed than Garret and his staff would pr&famet

the program willwalk through the floor plans very briefly, highlighting the key spaces
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