
Garret-
VCU is seeking to be a national leader in cross-disciplinary collaboration, innovation 
ŀƴŘ ƛƳŀƎƛƴŀǘƛƻƴΦ  ¢ƘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΩǎ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ƛƴƴƻǾŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ 
entrepreneurial thinking as requisite skills they want to teach for success in the 
21st century.
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Garret-
The Center:
Åoffers degree programs- students select a cross-disciplinary program, not a (limiting) 
major
Åis a resource to ALL students on the campus
Åsponsors events and promotes business and community engagement
ÅVCU ƛǎ ŀōƻǳǘ άaŀƪŜ ƛǘ wŜŀƭέ  ¢ƘŜ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ƛǎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴǘƛŀƭ  όDŀǊǊŜǘ will give example of a 
student doing independent study on development of an APP- this really gets at the heart of 
ǘƘŜ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ōŜƛƴƎ ƻŦŦŜǊŜŘΦύ   LǘΩǎ ŀōƻǳǘ 5hLbD ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎΣ ƴƻǘ άǎǘǳŘȅƛƴƎ 
ŜƴǘǊŜǇǊŜƴŜǳǊǎƘƛǇΗέ 

ÅAll ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƛƴƴƻǾŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŜƴǘǊŜǇǊŜƴŜǳǊǎƘƛǇ ŀǘ ±/¦ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ōǊŀƴŘŜŘ άDaVinci/ŜƴǘŜǊΦέ 
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Charles-
Four overarching goals for the project:
Bring students from across campus together in cross-disciplinary collaboration.
Provide a neutral territory- a home- for this activity to happen.
/ǊŜŀǘŜ ŀ άƭƛǾƛƴƎέ ǎǇŀŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴǾƛǘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǎƘŀǊƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅ  
Use space as a catalyst for an innovative program/curriculum-stimulate 
entrepreneurship and innovation through real-ǿƻǊƭŘ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎΣ ƴƻǘ άǎŎƘƻƻƭέ
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Charles-
Since its inception in 2010, the DaVinciCenter has occupied the third and fourth 
floors of the Pauley Pavilion, the octagonal tower at the corner of the Engineering 
Building.  
tǊƻƳƛƴŜƴǘΣ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŀōƭŜ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴΣ ōǳǘ ŀ ŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭ ŘǊŀǿōŀŎƪΥ ƛǘΩǎ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊǊƛǘƻǊȅ 
of the School of Engineering.  Students from the Arts and Business were required to 
άŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ǘƘǊŜǎƘƻƭŘέ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 9ƴƎƛƴŜŜǊƛƴƎ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ DaVinciCenter.  
This inhibited robust development of the program- and the kind of student 
interaction that was desired.
To best cultivate cross-ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭƛƴŀǊȅ ŎƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ άƴŜǳǘǊŀƭ 
ƎǊƻǳƴŘέ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƎŀǘƘŜǊΦ 
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Charles-
In addition to the spaces in the Pauley Pavilion, the Center occupies space in the Student 
Union and an innovation-centered living learning environment in an apartment residence 
hall across campus.   But the heartbeat of the DaVinciCenter is in the new facilities at 807 
Cathedral Place.  
-NOT at all the most likely place to locate a cross-disciplinary innovation center! 
Barely a 20th Century building- it is a former residential townhouse nestled in between 
other structures at the center of the block.
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Charles-
The existing structurewas highly compartmentalized, opaque, uninviting, unattractive, 
poorly lit.  Other than that it was perfect!! 
The location was ideal at the center of campus- made the location attractive in spite of the 
structure.
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Charles-
Our clients had seen another recent interior renovation project we had completed for the 
School of the Arts- an administrative suite in a concrete-framed studio building that looks 
like this image on the right- lots of glass and openness!  
They said they wanted a space like this!
hǳǊ ǘŜŀƳ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎƛƴƎΣ ōǳǘ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ƛǘ ŀ ǎƘƻǘΦ  
Success had everything to do with the ability to remove partitions and reconfigure and 
replace them, where necessary, with new glass partitions. 
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Charles-
From the front door, the new openstudios of the DaVinciCenter are everything that the 
previous space was not:
Open, inviting, transparent, well-equipped, well-lit and dynamicτreally wonderful.

Not fancy- not a big budget- exposed structure, ductwork- not a high level of finish.  This 
makes for part of the relaxed feel that lets students occupy and comfortably use the space-
ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴŀƭΦ  όDŀǊǊŜǘ-ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ άŎƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳǎέ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ- we want living 
workspaces.)

But the space has the makings of a true HUB for cross-disciplinary collaboration.
And it is truly a successful interdisciplinary maker-space.  
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Charles-
The program included separate studios for the undergraduate and graduate student 
groups, and originally,  the plan was to place the undergraduates upstairs and to locate the 
offices and graduate studios on the lower level.  
As we got into design, it became clear that the program goals for a dynamic mix of students 
and disciplines suggested it would be better to co-locate the studios on the same floor. 
So you can see in the floor plan the locations of the studios to the left and right of the 
ground floor plan.  The second level is a suite of offices and meetings spaces- probably 
both more and less enclosed than Garret and his staff would prefer- Garret-

the program will walk through the floor plans very briefly, highlighting the key spaces

38


